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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p-m., and read prayers,

4.30

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lient.-Governor ve-
ceived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:—

1, Broome Tramway Extension.

2, Road Districts Act Amendment (No.

3).
3, Law Reform (Dliscellaneous Provi-
sions).

4, Lotteries {Control} Aect Amendinent.

8, Fire Brigades Act Amendment.

6, Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
Awmendment.

7, Plant Diseases (Registration Fees).

8, Main Roads Act (Funds Appropria-
tion) (No. 2).

8, Stamp Act Amendment.

10, Workers' Compensation Aet Amend-
ment.

11, Reserves (Neo. 2).

12, Road Closure.

Loan (£916,000).

14, Industries Assistance Aet Continuance,

13, Potato Growers Licensing.

16, Land Drainage Act Amendment.

17, Metropolitan Market Act  Amend-
ment.

18, Workers’ Homes Aet Amendment.

19, Licensing (Provisional Certificate).

Appropriation.

21, Fruit Growing Industry (Trust Fund).

22, Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act Amendment.

23, Industrial Avbitration Ac¢t  Amend-
ment.

24, Administration Act Amendment (No.
1). ’

23, Death Duties ({Taxing) Aet Amend-
ment.

6, Members of Parliament Fund,

, Administvation Aect Amendment (No.
2).
28, Child Welfare Act Amendment,

29, Legislative Council (Postponement of
Election).

30, Legislative Assembly Duration
General Election Postponement.

and

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

The Premier und the State’s War Effort.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willecock—
Geraldton) [4.38]: I ask leave of the
House to make a statement.

My, SPEAKER: Is it the wish of mem-
bers that the Premier shall have leave to
make a statement? As there is no dissen-
tient voice, leave is granted.

The PREMIEK: As members are aware,
under the Australian system of govern-
ment, matters of military importance and

_those dealing with the defence of the Com-

monwealth and foreign affairs ave the re-
sponsibility of the Federal Government
and the Federal Parliament. Many mat-
ters dealing with what is known as eivil
defenee and internal law and order have
heen aceepted by the States as their re-
spnsibility and as an important contribu-
tion to the war effort of the nation. In all
these matters the State Government is
working in the closest eo-operation with
the Commonwealth Government. Imme-
diately on the oulhreak of war we made
it clear that our greatest coneern would be
to work hand in glove with the Common-
wealth Clovernment in everything re-
yuired for the defence of the nation. We
made it clear that our greatest concern
was to be of the utmost assistance to the
nation, and it is unnecessary for me to say
that that sentiment had the unanimous
endorsoment of every member of this
Chamber. That poliecy has been followed
consistently wherever possible during the
canrse of the 2V, years the war has heen
econtinuing. We have never deviated from
that policy in any way: in fact, we have
sought every possible opportunity to give
effeet to it to the fullest extent.

Tt may well he said that the pgreatest
part of my lime and of the time of other
Ministers is at present oceupied in examin-
ing, and putting into force, proposals
which have been the subject of econsulta-
tion between ourselves and the Common-
wealth Government. I shall refer later to
the varions means which have heen adopt-
ed to ensure the closest assoeiation with
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the Commonwealth Government, but at this
stage I wish merely to stress how mpor-
tant it is that this co-operation shounld be
maintained. In fact, merely for curiosity,
I counted unp how many letters addressed
to me by the Federal Government had
heen received hy me in a single day. I
found that there were no less than 25 let-
ters. Some of these had to be attended to
by myself, and others distributed to other
Ministers for attention and for the tak-
ing of suitable action., I want to stress
that most of these matters have to he
dealt with almost on ihe spot. It is mo
use delaying for three or four days or per-
haps & week to get replies through the
usual proeedure hetween Ministers and
Government departments. I am pleased
1o he able to say that the whole of the
business has bheen earried ont in a very
expeditious manner, and that delays have
heen avoided to a large extent.

In passing I may mention that when
it was decided that in the interests of the
people in the Kimberleys and the Kimber-
ley ports it was necessary for the women
and -ghildren to he evacuated, jin the
course of a few days we had aeroplanes
and other means of transport assembled,
without any outsider having knowledge of
it, at the various places prior to the dan-
ger period being encountered. The ué-
most expedition, I emphasise, has been
applied in the case of everything that it
was desired to do. That is one of the rea-
sons why this Parliament has not been
called together ecarlier. The Government
has thought that rather than deal with
legislative matters which might unduly
delay the course of events, more particu-
larly from this time onward, when prompt
decisions must be made and certain courses
of action decided upen speedily, and the
whole of the business eoncluded withont
delay, the Government should earry on
with that policy; and therefore we are not
desirous of introducing any legislative pro-
gramme whatever at this stage. We con-
sider that the better course is to give mem-
hers an opportunity to diseuss anything
that may arize out of the present period of
emergency. When that peried is con-
cluded—and T hope it will not take very
long—the work of the Government in ex-
pediting and deciding important matters of
poliey will he continued to the benefit of
the war effort. We shall not therefore
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submit any legislation of any type er kind
at the present juneiunre, during what I
hope will be a small number of sittings.

It is also the Government’s desire that the
sittings of Parliament should not dvag on
interminably. In justification of that I may
mention that even in the Federal Parlia-
ment, which has to deal with matters of vital
urgency, siftings reeently have lasted oniy
for a day or two. It is hoped, therefore,
that this meeting of the 1Veslern Austra-
lian Parliament will be concluded next week,
The Federal Parliament, faced with matters
of vital urgeney and all-important deeisions,
has sittings which extend over only two ov
three or four days, during which very liftle
legislation is introduced apart from taxa-
tion measures and Supply Bills and other
watters which must he dealt with aceording
to Parlinmentary procedure. It is to he
borne in mind, too, that members of the
Federal Parliament arve sununoned from all
corners of Australia, over distances of
thousands of miles oe¢casionally, and that
they sit for only three or four days, aftev
which Commonwealth Ministers are released
from attendance in the Federal Houses and
thus enabled to get on with the prosecuiion
of the war. In the circumstances the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia thinks it un-
desirable to deal with matters of perhaps
merely academic interest, such as can con-
veniently he postponed to happier times.
On that account the Government nsks mem-
bers to assist it in concluding these sittings
some time next week.

Members will have observed that I gave
notice of motion to sit in the daytime. That
aspect I shall not discuss at thiz moment,
hut T hope that next week we shall sit for
two or thrvee days commencing in the morn-
ing. I hope members will agree to that
proposal. In fact, before it was decided
fo call this Parliament together, I received
word that the Pritne Minister proposes te
hold a conference of Premiers in Canberra
on the 22nd April. This will necessitate my
leaving Western Australia not later than
Saturday, the 18th April, and possibly,
owing to the disorganisation of the train
serviee, a day or two carlier. T am not suve
just at what time I shall have to take my
departure, hecause the Australian railways,
and more especially the Trans-Australinn
line, have heen taken over for military pur-
poses. Members will appreciate that when
the Prime Minister calls a conference of
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Premiers and other Ministers of the States,
there is important business to be done. I
necessarily desire to be present in this House
when important matters are being discussed
here. Therefove I hope members will realise
the need for holding only a small nwmber of
sittings at this juneture, seeing that it is
highly important for me to be present at
Canberra when matters of the highest im-
porfance to Western Australia arve heing
discussed and determined there.

Opportunity will be given for the disens-
sion of the general statement I am now
making, and other Ministers may have state-
ments to make regarding the activities of
their departments. Only one of the other
Australinn States bas thought it nevessavy
to call its Parliament together., [ have heen
in communication with the Premiers of the
various States, and I find that none of them
is summoning his Parliament with the ex-
ception of New South Wales, which wsually
has a short sitting at this time of the year.
The consensus of opinion has been that
members of State Governments are so husily
oceupied with matters contingent on the war,
that unless their full time is available for
that work it may suffer delavs for want of
constant close attention. Such attention it
is not practicable for Ministers te give while
Parliament is sitting.

Western Australia is in an almost unique
position, hecause it is very much isolated.
We have not the opportunity for close con-
tact with the powers-that-he nor do we get
nearly as much information as is available
{o the Governments of the other States, which
are within a day’s travel of Commonwealth
Ministers. Because of our isolation we are
also unfortunate as Federal Ministers have
found it impossible to visit Western Aus-

tralia, exeept for Senator Fraser and
the hurried visit of the Prime Min-
ister  just after Christmes. T re-

gret to note that there was some eriticism
of the Prime Minister’s visit to his own con-
stitueney in our State. There were some
people who said that he was merely taking
a holiday; but in my eopinion his visit on
that oceasion, notwithstanding that he did
not make many public appearances, was
beneficial to the State, as important eon-
ferences were held dealing with matters
of vital eoncern to the defence of Western
Australia,

Because of our isolation we have not fre-
quent contacts with Federal Ministers, and
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we are not as well informed as to what is
going on as are the Governments of the
Eastern States. Members may, therefore,
feel there are some matters with which
they are not thoroughly econversant and
which they desire to diseuss for the purpose
of getting information or giving informa-
tion or assistance in the tremendous task
of prosecuting this war, That is the de-
sire not only of members of the party [
represent, or of the Country Party or the
National Party, but of all members. Tt is
felt that Parliament should assemble for a
short time so that members will have an op-
portunity of meeting each other, conferring
with Ministers and generally discussing the
war position with a view to taking com-
bined and co-ordinated action in regard io
the many matters in respeet of which they
Feel they can be of great assistance to our
State and Australia as a whole in this time
of peril. There is every justification for
calling Parliament together in the cireum-
stances I have mentioned and I hope the
result will be beneficial in the wotk we have
to do.

For security reasons, many matters which
have heen dealt with by the Government can-
not he openly discussed. Members will ap-
preciate that. Nor is it expeeted that we
should diseuss the tactical and strategical
position of the (owmonwealth defences.
Some members may perhaps desire to say
that in regard to their own districts the ade-
quaey of the military, naval or aerial meas-
ures, about which they have every right
to be coneerned, is insulficient. But cven
though I have consulted the General Officer
Commanding and the chiels of the serviees,
and have also had an opportunity of attend-
ing conferences of the War Couneily those
details ave not for publieation. They ave
not to he disseminated amongst the prople.
They are a elosely-held seeret. 1 hope memn-
bers will not during the course of this de-
hate inquire how many rifles or how many
machine guns are in a eertain distriet, or
whether any acroplanes are stationed theve.
What T think we ean usefully discuss is
whether, if an attack shonld be made on a
eortain plaee, mensures are being taken in
ovder to evacuate the eivilians, to provide
air-raid shelters and matters of that kind.

But all those matters arc not nearly as
important ns is the suecessful resistance te
any attack. That is a point which struck
me during long discussions I have had with
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local authorities.  What action should he
taken to provide some amelioration after an
attack has been made? No mention has heen
made of the sum of money whieh has been
allocated for this porpose throughout Aus-
tralia; however, the main thing for a country
engaged in war is not to erect hospitals,
Hrst-aid posts, and aiv-raid shelters, or to
provide nets for eamouflage, but to consider
what is to he done suecesstully to defend
the country, Every penny possible should
he spent in armaments in order to prevent
an attack heing made on us, rather than
that we should spend a large sum of money
tor ameliorative cfforts affer an attack has
heen made.

While we have aecepted the responsibility
For air-raid shelters, five and gas protection
and evacuation of civitians, the most import-
ant thing in the prosecution of the war is
to vwmploy the whole of our resources in
eyuipment, manpower and money in resist-
ing aggvession, nnd, when the time comes, for
ourselves to take the offenssive. Some people
bave said to me that the Government aught
to spend half a million for air-raid shelters
here and theve; we should have nets here
and first-aid posts and hospitalg all over the
State; but let us not cencenirate on such
matters to the exelusion of what is most im-
portant, that is, resistniee to the invader,
That should be the main purpose; all our
resonrees should be  concentrated on  that
effort.  Whilst the Governmment vecognises
that such expenditure is necessary, it has
sald it will not stmul in the way of the
Federal Government waising and spending
every penny possible for defenee. T will
vefer later to the supreme imporiance of
such action, but some moncy ran be devoted
to other things, which ave the responsihility
vl the State.

It ¢can now he said that Parlinment was
wise in deciding that no eleetion would he
heled early this vear. At the time when the
clection would ordinarily have bheen held,
parts of the State were heing bombavded
fram the air.  The Japanese entry tnto the
war made it necessary that the utinost speed
should be cxeveised in preparing ourselves
agninst the threat of invasion. The Minister
for the North-West is painfully awave of
that faet. When Parliament adjourned, a
Premiers’ Conference was hield almost imme-
diately, Parliament adjoutned in the second
week in December and T immediately pro-
eevided  to the Fastern States to  attend
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that  couference, but the posiiion was
then obscure and there were many diver-
gencies of opinion as to what should be done.
We did not get very far at that conference.
Theve was very strong divergence of opinion
ahout shelters; whether we should have slit
trenches or surface shelters.  Many anch
matters were discissed, and there were ob-
vious objections to various proposals. At
that stage more attention was paid to those
obdections than to actually doing things, On
our return to the State, however, we got
right down to the job, eollected all the ve-
quisite information as to what needed to be
done, and went to the further conference at
the beginning of February armed with fuli
details as to what was considered neeessary.
Apparvently all the deeisions we mnade were
to some extent wrong, but we thought it
would he worse if nothing were done.

Something had to be done, if only par-
tiallv, We woent to the conferenee in 1eb-
ruary fully armed with information and with
a full knowledge of what we intended to
press for, and deterinined that something
must be done in repard to these important
matters.  While theve was still some dis-
agreement in regard to matters of detail, it
was agreed that action by all the States
was imperative,  Many doubttul points were
cleaved up: for instance, there was the matter
of evacuation and shelters. Previously these
were not included in the avenues of expen-
diture of Commonwealth money; funds
granted by the Commonwealth to the Srates
were not available fov expenditure in those
divections. There had been so mueh diver-
wence of opinion in regard to what shonld
be done that it had been decided there should
bhe no expenditure in these dirvections from
Commonwealth fonds. At the later eonfer-
ence, however, there was a general feeling
that decisions must be made, and the een-
ference veached a determination lo get on
with the job. On our return to this State,
we paid immediate attention to mattera that
requived  derisions.

TIn the first instance, the Civil Defepce
Couneil was entirely re-organised. Tt was
originally formed for the purpose of plan-
ning osvervthing, of having a plan ready fer
a time of emergency., The conference that
had been held made it elear that the time
war not one for planning but for action.
Consequently the Civil Defence Couneil was
re-organised, and to a great extent a new
personnel was put in charge, and instead of
mercly planning, decisions were veached and
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plans put into effect. A conference was
called with local authorities, and the pro-
vision of air raid shelters was undertaken.
The tinancial responsibility of the State, the
local authorities and the Commonwealth was
dotermined, and work hegan in earneal. At
the beginning of February there was not 4
trench or an air vaid shelter or a shelter of
any extent existing anywhere in West-
ern Australia, T should say, but within fomr
or five weeks of the conference, so great was
the impetus given to the planning of shelters
and suchlike that one was havdly able to
recognise the place.

Plang were undervtaken for evacuatioa
from what are known as target areas, A
census was taken of those target areas which
were indicated to the Civil Defenee Couneil
by the General Olficer Commanding in West-
ern Austealin,  There is some misconception
#s to what target arcas are. There are what
are known as vital areas and vulnerable
areas, but the plans that were made were
only for what are target aveas; that is places
that may have to be destroyed or may
be subject to gunfive in the event of Iinvasion
by the enemy. They ave areas which in the
eveut of a landing wonld be in the diveet line
of fire, and none of the eivil populatior
should remain in them. The financial respon-
sibilities of the Govevrnment, the loeal auth-
arities and individuals themselves i respect
of evacuation were set ont quite plainty, and
all knew where they stood in that connection.
Complete evaenation of women and children
from the North-West ports wns arranged,
and completed hefore the hostile air attack
oceurved.  The Dlack-out was tightencd up
and more rigidly enforeed. Importani Press
statements were made informing the publie
of the steps that were being taken. These
dealt prineipally with air raid sheliers and
evacuztion matters.

In order that the House mighi know
something of the financial arrangements wade
in connection with this aspeet of the Civil
Defener Couneil’s work, T desive to inforin
members of the exact position, At the con-
ferenee in February it was agreed that there
should be an expenditure of approximately
€3,000,000 for the eivil defence needs of the
Commonwealth and the States eoniointly.
The first £500,000 of this is provided by the
Comwmonwealth (iovernment, hnt the Stales
are expected to supplement it on a pound for
peand basiz.  The share of Western Aus-
tralia from the Commuvnwealth was £20.405:
with an equal contribution from our own

funds the fotal anount available will bhe
£55,810. The Commonwealth further decided
1o spend £500,000 in purchasing certain essen-
tial cquipment, such as tin hats. respirators,
stitrup pumps, and that kind of thing. Some
of thig equipment will he given or lenl by
the Commonwealil to the States free of cost,
acvording to the needs of the States. The
Commonwenlth Government will also spend
tp to £1,000,000 in connection with air raid
measures for munition works. These inelud»
the provigsion of sheliers for employees, and
the provision of eamouflage and necessary
protection against bombyrdment. The Com-
monwealth Government having these large
munition faclories in all parts of Ans-
tralia felt the responsibility to arvange for
their detence ‘or protection, and in this
matter proposes to expend upproxhmntely
£1,000,000.

Just prior 1o the conclusion of the con-
ference  the  Commonwealth  Government
arreed (o Hnd a further £300,000 for civil
defence  work, [n vouncetion with this
amo=nt there is no set condition in regard
to eontributions hy the States, but this ques-
tion is the siuhjeet of negotintions between
the States nnd the Comnmonwealth, and
these have not yet been completrd.  Yow-
ever, the Commonwealth amount will Jefi-
nitely  he available, and presumably  our
share will he at least equal to if not morve
than our shave of the original £500,000;
that is, £29403,

Where the States have heen short of
mnoney, thix money has heen made available
fo carry out neeessary work. For instanee,
T think no other State has had to meet the
necessity  for evacuating people by air, as
we have had o do in Western Australia.
Things of that kind which may occar in any
partienlar  State will receive speeial  con-
gideration and out of the £300,000 {und-
will be provided for States which have to
face disahilities not experienecd by other
States.  Out of the £500,000 we think we
shall receive a similar amount to what we
obtained hefore, approximately £30,000,
whith we enn supplement ourselves. That
money is provided to meet emergeniey con-
ditions and will be spent wherever it is re-
wuired.  For instance, because of ifs meogra-
phical position, Sonth Australia may nnt re-
quive any of the money to he spent in its
forritory. On the other hand, in the North-
West of Western Australin or the north-
east coast of Queensland it mayv be that
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many bundreds oy thousunds or even tens of
thousands of pounds will have to he ex-
pended. T hope, and T am sure members
have the same hope, that the Japs will get
no further than those distriets and that much
of the expenditure provided for will not be
necossary.

At the second conference it was agreed
that money should be provided for evacua-
tion and shelters which were previously ex-
cluded from the priorities. The figures I am
about to give indicate the expenditure so
far incurred by the Civil Defence Couneil
under each priority, plus the estimate of the
additional expenditure contemplated.  The
amount of £71,195 incurred and estimated
for fire "fighting schemes includes ahout
£80,000 which may come within the defini-
tion of essential equipment not available to
the States and, if so, will he paid for by the
Commonwealth. The items of expenditure
and estimated expenditure are as follows:—

Lxpenditure Estimate.

incurred
£ £
Priority 1. Controlled Iight!m.
schemes . 5,750 1,502
2. Fire fAghting schemes. ... 42.801 418,304

3. First aid orgnnisation
and medical equnip-

ment . - 3,035 33,123
4. Warning s-yatems . 3458 28,130
5. lmtmctlons to key por
3,304 2,800
g [nstrm-flons to publlc 500
i ]‘Nal.uatiun - ,000 12,600
8. Shelter: 0 157 30,000
Genernd : Dr:-posnl of the dead . 8,200
70,087 167,000
Totnl £243,036.
On shelters we have spent up to date

£10,000 and it is expeeted that we will have
to meet further expenditure of £30,000 on
works that have afready been commenced or
which are part of a seheme already in exist-
cnee.  Fhe State Government has already
spent a total of abont £76,000 and it is esti-
mated that in the near future in earrying
out enterprises that have heen started and
have to he completed, a further expenditure
of £160,000 will be incurred, in all a total
of a quarter of a million pounds. That dces
not include provision for such things as the
appointment of special constables and mat-
ters of that type. In addition, in vegard to
onr own QCGovernment property, we have
spent £27,000 for work already in hand and
it is estimated that other work contemplated
will cost another £100,000. These figures
will give members an idea of the expenditure
and responsibility that the State Govern-
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ment has wndertaken in regard to what
might be termed the purely eivil defence
aspeet of our war effort.

When the life of Parliament was ex-
tended I agreed to consult the Leaders of
the Opposition parties whenever possible.
The Government felt that such eo-opera-
tion would be helpful, and the Consultative
Couneil was accordingly formed. This
couneil has had very useful diseussions and
has dealt with many very important mat-
ters,  Whichever Minister was concerned,
in any particular subject was present at the
meeting, and it was possible to get
straight  into  the business under disens-
sion and give information regarding the
whole wmatter. In some instances poliey
was influenced hecause of the useful
diseussions that tock place. The coun-
¢il, as its name implies, is a consultative
body. Tt consulls and discusses eoncerning
matters and, as a vresult of consul-
tation and disewssion, many very use-
ful and important things have been
done in the State. DBut for the existence
of the vouncil many of those ihings might
not have heen done so expeditiously.
Ministers are very busy and have not
much fime for quiet vontemplation or for
thinking matters out. They are busily en-
gaged in doing things that necessarily must
be done. Other members of the eouncil
have probably had more time for con-
templation and more time to investigate
matters, and the henefit avising from their
foresight is something for which T give
full eredit and which I publiely ackuow-
ledge,

J. H. Smith: Does the eouncil ae-
copt vesponsibility for some of the de-
cisions !

The PREMIER: Xo: it acts in a purely
consultative ecapacity and, for whatever
has lbeen done as a result of its delibera-
tions, the Government accepts full respon-
sibility. Up to dote most of the things done
have leen the outecome of very wise de-
cisions that [ am sure would meet with the
approval of every member of the Hounse.
The Government also felt that private
members of Parliament could he of great
assistanee ot the present time. Various
members had expressed their willingness to
assist and had stated that they would wel-
tome a lead from the Government. This
was given in a letter Torwarded to each
member a week or two ago setting out sup-
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gestions and stating that any forther ideas
that were sent to the Government would
receive consideralion. I pointed out that
the suggestions contained iu the letter were
not the only matters to be tackled, but that
if members could offer snggestions for the
welfare of the State, their assistance would
be welecomed. I received many replies from
members and I think that, as a vesuli of
the letter, members will be able to get to-
geiher and do things whieh, but for this
upportunity of meeting together on this
occeasion, would not have permitted the
concerted action that is now possible. Meni-
bers have mentioned various ways in which
they feel they can help and things they
want to do. If they have suggestions for
collective effort on their part, I shall be
glad to hear from them so that the com-
bined effort, capaeity and intelligence of
all may be availed of to the utmost in for-
warding the tremendous job we have on
hand,

Both the Government and the Consultn-
tive Council were concerned with the
situation in this State from i defence
standpoint, and attempts were made to
aseertain the aetual pasition and, as far as
possible, secure an improvement. There is
no geeret about the facl that the Allies de-
sire n very mnel greater output of eguip-
ment of every kind. Mr. Churchill has
made a statement to that effect time after
tune. He has snid that we arve short of
eertain  things and ecannot do  ecertain
things, and that it is neressary for every-
hody to do more. Tremendous urge and
drive have heen put into the war effort
by members of the British Parliament. Mr.
Ronsevelt and Ay, Curtin have alse said
we are not deing enongh., We in Austra-
lia are doing a great deal. but we should
be doing more. Tverv eitizen in  every
allied country should he giving of his hest,

Mr, Raphael: Why is not Western Auns-
tralia allowed o do a bit?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
«aw all that iz being doune in Western
Anstralia, he would not mnke that remark.
Still, T do not say that I am satisfied with
what is being  done here. DPerhaps the
majority of members are not at all satis-
fied with what we are doing. Tt would he
a had sign if we showed smug self-satis-
faction heeaunse we are making 10,000 or
15,000 hiomths or some Bren guns or doing
other things about which most people know

nothing because the faets are nol pub-
lished, People with inside hknowledge
know differently, and -I think the Minister
for Indusirial Development will be sble to
tell the House sormne of the many things
being done in this State at present. Had
it heen said three or four years ago that
in the event of war so much would have
baen undertaken, the statement would
have been langhed at and the idea con-
sidered impraetieable.

Mr. Raphael: T will probably make a few
comparisons next week between what we
are doing and what we shonld he doing.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is in
the same position as is Mr, Churchill; he
ix not a bil satisfied. Although the muni-
tion factories in England have donbled,
trebled and quadrupled their output, Mr.
Churehill is not satisfied. T hope none of
us will reach the stage of being satisfied
with what is being done,

Houn, W. D. Johnson: The trouble is the
diserimination between the States.

Mr. Raphael: Yon cannot even travel out
of the State. We are the serap henp and
alwayvs have heen.

The PREMIER: 1 think it is a good
thing that people eannot travel as they may
desive to do.

Mr. J. Hegneyx: Does that apply also to
people in the other States?

The PREMILER: Yes.

Mr. Raphael: T kwnow that people over
theve can travel,

The PREMIER: T kuow they eannot.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I will not warn
the member for Vietoria Park again abont
inferjecting.

The PREMIER: 1 am aware that, le-
eande of military neeessity, members ve-
presenting country constitucncies have cause
for eriticism and eomplaint regarding the
disorganisation of the railway service, hut
1 assure them that all of it is due to mili-
tary necessity. I would far sooner see the
ratlways used to transport 4,000, 5,000 or
10,000 troops to a vulnerable point than
have the railwaxs made available for mem-
bers to {ravel.

AMr. Raphael: Tt does not apply to the
wives of Federal members.

The PREMIER: Wives of Federal mem-
hers eannot fravel.



2790

AMr. Raphael: Thelr wives have travelled,
and by speeial plane, too.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER : The hon. member started
off by referring to railway travelling and
now he is talking about plane travelling.

Mr. Raphael: They went by plane.

The PREMIER : We are not talking about
planes,

The Minister for Mines: You are jealous.

Mr. Raphael: I am not jealous, hnt I
shall have something to say on that.

Mr. Hughes: Will you go if we get yon
a seat-in a plane?

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the member fov
Vietoria Park to keep order. The Premier
is entitled to & fair hearing when making
an important statement as he is doing today.
I will not warn the member for Vietoria
Park again.

The PREMIER: The Prime Minister of
Great Dritain has felt coneern; the British
House of Parliament has been {remendously
concerned, and only beeause of the immense
prestige of the Prime Minister and the
general recognition of his wonderful capac-
ity, foree and drive has a change of Gov-
ernment been obviated. Still, people ave
dissatisfied, although the factories of Bri-
tain have quadrupled their output and in
some instances are doing a hundred times
as much as they were doing previously. But
what has been achieved is not good enovgh;
we must strive for the superlative.
Churchill, Roosevelt, Menzies when he was
Prime Minister, all said so.

Hon. . G. Latham: And Mr. Willeock.

The PREMIER: I have heen more
anxious to get things done by making money
available to people who will do the work
rather than talk about it, but when the op-
portunity has presented itself I have
stressed, in effective places such as confer-
ences of Premiers and Treasurers, and so
far as lay in my power have made demands
for eertain things to he donc here. 1 repeat
that T am not satisfied with what has been
done, and I do not expeet that any mem-
her of the House is satisfied. I know that
the member for Pingelly (Mr., Seward) is
not satised; I received a letter from him.
Many people are not aware of what is being
done in parts of the State other than where
they happen to be. In the hon. member’s
electorate is a garage that is doing munition
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work or work for the production of thing=
necessary for the conduet of the war. I am
very pleased that at Pingelly something is
being done, and being done well. Dut the
hon. member also has this hug of dissatis-
faction, in common with Mr. Churchill, my-
self and others, feeling that nlthough in his
small eountry town certain work is being
done, not sufficient is being done. I dare
say that, apart from the member for Pin-
gelly, no member of this House was aware
of the important work being done at Pin-
gelly, and the same may he said of other
country towns in this State.

The shortage of war eguipment has been
i very serious matter. At Dunkirk, Great
Britain lost a iremendous amount of her
offensive equipment. DBecanse of that loss,
and because of the over-running of France
by the Germans, there was a tremendous
shortage of ecuipment. Fmgland was so
hadly off in this vespect that even JAustralia
was asked to supply some of the deficiencies
at that time. Australia went to England’s
aid, and all the equipment that could he
spared was sent to help tight off the threat-
ened invasion at that most critieal stage.
We felt that Britain’s need was greater than
ours, even though Australia was then short |
of equipment. However, we sent what
equipment we could to Britain to help her
tn those perilous times. .As a result, Aus-
tralia, in ecommon with other Allied Nations,
has been short of equipment. A similar
position arose after the eammnpaigns in
Greece and Crete, in both of whieh places
we lost stocks of equipment and stoves, In
Singapore also, large quantities of material
were eaptured from us. To make up the
leeway of all those losses is a terrifie task.
Only a week or two ago Mr. Atlee, Deputy
Prime Minister of Great Britain, made the
following statement :—

There is nothing worse in war time than
trying to be equally strong at all peints when
vou have only limited forces and limited equip-
ment. QOue must concentrate one’s fyrces and
recognige that losses may have to be sustained
in some theatre of war. By wno coneceivahle
means could we have concentrated in the Far
East military, naval or air power fo equal
that of Japan.

We did not have enough equipment effec-
tively to prosecate offensive measures in
Malava, as we all know. We may reeall that
at his Press conference President Roosevelt
reiterated that “Everything possible was he.
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ing done in the Sounth-West Pacific,” He
again drew attention to what he termed, “A
little old lesson in geography.”

That lesson, suid Mr. Roosevelt, teaches one

that to get anything to the South-West
Pacific area takes an awful lopg time. Fur-
thermore, there iz a world shortage of ship-
ping.
'There iy a world shortage of shipping for
the conveyance of both men and munitions.
What applies to the whole world strategic
situation, applies in the same mauner to
Aupstralia. The Consultative Council and
the Qovernment, in looking at the de-
fence position of the State, took all
these things into consideration. We were
not satisfied, and made persistent and eon-
sistent representations to the Federal Gov-
ernment and Army chiefs here, and we kept
on siressing that whilst we knew we could
not get adequate equipment and adequate
forces, we did want a fair share of what was
done, so that a reasonable fight could be put
up in Western Australia with the resources
at our disposal.

It may truthfully he said that most of our
losses have been incmrred on account of lack
of equipment vather than through lack of
men. Germany and Japan have been con-
centrating for years upon armament produc-
tion and the provision of all types of muni-
tions, and have therefore had a hig start.
Slowly but surely the leeway has been made
up. From the meagre information at our
disposal I wonld say that we are gradually
making up the leeway, and that almost if
not entirely we are now on a quota hasis in
regard to the production of many of the
nceessitics now possessed by the Axis
powers, Churchill has not said, “We will
zo ahead and fight and clean these people
up.” No, he szid, “We are in for a more
parlous time perhaps for the whole of 1942.”
The President of the United States does not
say, “We can start out to win this war in
the next few weeks.” He says that in 1943
we will probably be able to give these people
a heating.

Whilst we are approaching the stage of
nearer equality with the Axis Powers, we
arc in for a pretty parlous time for the next
few months. There is, however, this to be
sajd, that we are in a much more satisfac-
tory position today than we were a few
months ago. I the full story were told
many people would be surprised at what has
been accomplished in Western Australia
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gince the new year. 1¢ must be aceepted
that we cannot diseuss the strategic position,
or say what tacties ean be undertaken con-
cerning offence in Australia. We could not
do that satisfactorily in any case hecause the
position changes daily. Two or three weeks
ago & certain position arose which was said
to be eminently satisfactory. Three days
later, however, the position had entirely
changed. What had been a satisfactory posi-
tion hecame one of despair and there secmed
no possibility of anything being done from
the offensive standpoint. A plan which
might be all right today may be out-of-date
the following day.

Additional help is coming to Austraha.
Great Britain has promised it, and Great
Britain does not break her word. America
hag promised it. We ean sce evidence of it
ourselves. No one with an obscrvant eye
can fail to see for himself the number of
American soldiers in our midst, and the greal
number of Australian soldiers, Unquestion-
ably the return to Anstralia of the A.LF.
has immensely improved our position from
the military standpoint, Morcover, the
ALF. brought most of its equipment back
to Australia.

Mr. Berry: Another important point is
the assistance thot we reecived from the
Navy,

The PREMIER: If we begin to eulogise
the work dere concerning the suceessfal
conveyance of that fremendous number of
troops back to Australia, we will be unable
to find words of a sufficiently superiative
character to represent our praise of the work
done on that occasion. Help is coming to
Australia. Tt cammot be disclosed, and the
facts cannot he made public. The longer time
we have the stronger we will be, and the
more help that comes to Australia generally
the more help can he passed on to Weslern
Australia. I do not know as much ax mem-
bers may think I know with regard to the
defence position, but T say with a full sense
of responsibility that the position iz im-
measurably improved so far as Western Aus-
tralin is concerned compared with what it
was say two meonths ago.

Hon. N. Keenan: Two or three weeks ago.

The PREMTER : Yes, and in the next two
or three months there will be just as great
an improvement as there has been in the
last five or six weeks. I do not want any
smug satisfaction or complacency to arise
hecause these things ave said, although they
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are fucts, bat it is encouraging to us te
think that we have not the possi-
bility but the probability of heing able
successfully to defend ourselves for the
time beingz, and in the end successfully
being able to fake the offensive. The
Giovernment felt that it eould speed up
the war effort if it were given greater auth-
ority to act on behalf of the Commonwealth
Governmentl.  Suggestions were accordingly
midde vespecting  diveetions in which this
could he done. They were diseussed hy the
Minister for Works and the Minister for
Lands when they were in Canberra, and ve-
sults of their representations are now
awnited.

A desire was expressed by the Prime Min-
ister that outlving States should be repre-
sented by the Ministers stationed in Canberra.
Thiz matter was disenssed between the Gov-
erunents of Tasmania and Western Aus-
tratia, The Tasmanian Government agreed
to the proposal and has sent a Minister to
Cauberra to remain there. I and
Ministers think that because of the isola-
tion of Wostern Australia frequent visits
by Ministers to the Eastern States would he
far hetter beecause, with their knowledge of
loeal ennditions, thev could make more ade-
quate representations regarding defence and
departmental matters that arise from fime
ta time. Aceordingly, we have arvanged that
a Minister will visit Canberra, if possible,
2l least onee every month to deal with snech
problems. The Minister for Industrial De-
velopment was in the Eastern States in
Janumy, when his mission had relation fo
the sueeessful development of the alunite
deposits at Lake Campion, respeeting which
matter the Minizier will no doubt give mem-
bers more details later on. I attended a
second conference (as T regard them): the
Minister for Lands also made the trip East
and later still the Minister for Works was in
the Bastern States, from which he veturned
about a week ago. The intention of the
Government is to eontinne that arrangement
and it will he necessmry for me and the
Minister for Civil Defence, more partientarly
in hiz caparity as Minisier for Mines, to
proceed to Canberra to diseuss matters affect-
ing the gold-mining industry,

Hon. W. ID. Johuson: When he went East
the Deputy Premier had an escort. Will you
have an eseort when von go Fast?

The PREMIER: T shall be satisfied to
have with me my colleague, the Minister for
Civil Defence.  Members will fully realise
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that it is hapossible for me in a short state.
ment to deal comprebensively with the many
important subjects that have reccived the
altention of the Govermuent sinee Parlinmen
last wet. Some of the matters have alveady
been indieated in my eiveulnr letter to mem-
bers concerning directions in which they
could assist the Government. There are one
or fwo subjerts of major lmportance that
I cousider should be specially mentioned if
but briefly. The matters, if neeessary, can
he elaborated upon hy the Ministers con-
cerned.

With regard to food preduction, the large
number of men of the Fighting Forces who
are hased on Australia and must be provided
for, has made it imperative that we effect
a considerable inerease in the production of
perishable foodstuff= such as  vegetables,
dairy produets, pork, and so on. This prob-
lem was closely exmined by the Minister
for Agriculture during his recent visit to
Canherra, and as o vesull action has heen
taken that will effeet a considerable improve-
ment in the pesition. I do not want to an-
ticipate anything the Minister for Agrienl.
fure will say later on, but nndoubtedly there
ix room for improvement in this respeet and
I hope it will be effected by eollaboration and
co-operation. As a matter of fact, the three
Fighting Forees are in competition with
others rvespecting food supplies, and this
naturally affeets the position regarding those
available for the eivil pepulation. The pra-
viding of an adeguate food sapply will ve-
present a vital consideration in the suceess-
ful prosecution of the defence of Anstralin,
and In an endeavour fo work towavds that
enit the eq-operation of all converned s
esgential.

In addition to assuring the maximum sup-
plies of all State-prodnced commodities, the
closest collahoration between State depart-
ments is being maintained to enable us hetter
to advise the Commonwealth and the fight-
ing serviee representatives of deficiencies, of
where such deficiencies arve likely to occur,
and respecting the anticipated produetion
of all necessary foodstuffs.  Members will
realise that the produetive position of the
State has been serionsly jeopardised by the
larzer number of men who have been called
up for serviee in the militnry forces. Many
thousands of men cannot be taken ont of
production in a State like Western Australia
without the output being seriousiy affected.
Whereas prior to the present war Western
Aunstralia coudld produce all that waz ve-
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quired loeally and have an exportable sur-
plus of various products, the advent of many
thousands of men from overseas or from the
Eastern States imposes a greater strain npon
our resources, which accentuates the posi-
tion ereated by the calling up of men en-
gaged formerly in food production, In order
to cope with the position satisfactorily,
much co-operation and organisation is neces-
sary to make available the vital foodstnff
supplies.

In addition to increasing our primary pro-
duetion, the Government is most anxious
to do everything possible to expand second-
ary indnstries, especially those associated
with the war effort. Members are familiar
with the great progress that has already been
made in this direction, and it is hoped thal
the reeent appointment of a Director of In-
dustrial Production will assist us to make
the fullest possible use of the produetive
capneity of every factory and workshop iu
Western Australia.

Directly assoeiated with these two prob-
lems of inereasing our primary and
secondary industries is the diffieulty of
seeuring  adequate manpower. The task
of judging the relative importance of the
demands for men made by the Defence
Forees and by industry is very complex.
An organisation has heen set up in the
State on bebalf of the Commonwealth to
deal with this question, which will become
a live one during the next few weeks.
Cirave concern has  lLeen felt respecting
the fnture of the gold mining indusiry
which so vitally aifects Western Australia.
Some months azo it was suggested that
gold mining would lhave to be cnrtailed,
but the suggestion eame in a voundabont
and unofficial way. I took prompt action
on behalf of the Government to aseertain
the policy of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment regarding this matter, and I was then
advised that there was no intention of
curtailivg gold production, which was re-
garded as essential.

Hon. N. Keenan: When was that?

The PREMIER: When the Minister for
Mines was with me in Canberra just prior
to last Christmas! 1 raised the matter in
a general way but the Minister for Mines
was not guite satisied with the answer
that was given, and he puf the question
diveetly to the Federal Government and re.
ceived an assuranee that gold mining was

recognised as an essential industry in war
{981
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time. Since then ihere have been grave
developments in the war situation and the
suggestion that gold mining operations
may have to be eurtailed has become more
insistent. As soon as the Government
heard that gold produetion might he af-
fecled seriously a departmental committee
was formed to make a complete examina-
tion of the financial and econnmic effeets
such a move would entail upon Western
Australia. That was done so that should
any question of the curtailment of opers-
tions in the mining industry be stressed
seriously, the State Government would
have all the necessary information avail-
uable to enable an effective protest to he
made to the Federal Government. By that
move the Government thought a definite
contribution could be made to the task and
the interests of Western Australia could
thereby be best conscrved. Subsequenily
the position has beecome very uncertain.
Statements and rumours of various
descriptions have been spread and the
Chamber of Mines associated with othoer
hodies discussed the whole question with
the Minister for Mines and with me.

A misapprehension arose vespecting that
conference. My secretary received a tele-
phonic communication asking whether I
would meet two or three members of the
Chamber of Mines and a few others so that
they could discnss the matter with the Min-
ister for lines and myself. T agreed to
meet them, saying that if anvone was in
trouble T would be only too happy to en-
deavour to assist him. Without any further
communieation from the parties, I naturally
expected that two or three officers of the
Chamber of Mines, or perhaps some of the
directors of mining companies, would dis-
euss matters with me, and T never antici-
pated that a delegation of 25 would wait
upon me in my office. The delegation included
representatives of local governing bodies,
the Chamber of Mines, the Perth Chamber
of Commeree, the Chamber of Manufae-
tures and of other bodies. I desive to make
that position clear because members repre-
senting gold mining constituencies will ap-
preciate that if T had anticipated that snch
a representative conference was to be held,
T would have invited them to he present so
that their assistance and advice eould have
heen fortheoming in conneetion with mat-
ters relating to the successful operation of
the gold mining industry.



2794

As the uncertainty of the whole position
was having a very Qisturbing effect, I tele-
graphed to the Prime Minister a request
that he shonld make a definite statement
setting out the actual position. T am hope-
ful that the statement will be made in the
near future. The Minister for Works dis-
cussed the matter tentatively with the Prime
Minister recently, but unfortunately it was
the day on which General MaeArthur had
arrived in Canberra and the Federal Parlia-
ment had met for two or three days and
consequently the Prime Minister was very
husy. Nevertheless, the Minister did have
a conversation with him. I am hopeful that
the Prime Minister will make a statement set-
ting out the whole position. I am very dis-
turbed even foday because I understand that
abont 300 or 400 men who were previously
manpowered in the gold mining industry in
Kalgoorlie alone have been called np, To give
members an idea of the cconomie import-
ance of the gold mining industyy to Western
Australia T wonld point out that £2,000,000
of revenue is directly received from the in-
dustry and its allied industries. That is to
say 15 to 20 per cent, of the State’s revenue
—not production but revenue—ecomes from
the gold mining industry. The proportion
of production is greater—abont 35 per cent.
—but the revenne of the State would be re-
dueedd 20 per cent. if the gold mining in-
dustry were seriously curtailed.  Members
will thus be aware of the importance we
attach to it and the vital effeel any eurtail-
ment will have,

Mr. Marshall: It cannot have any effect
after the 27th of this month.

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
more about it than T do! -

Mr. Marshall: The Federal Government
will take it from you, so what is the differ-
ence?

The PREMIER: I am very pleased that
ihose people directly eobnected with the in-
uustry—the miners and the proprietors and
managers—have said that if any sacrifice is
demanded of them they will not be hehind
in doing their part and T think that they
are sincere in their assertions.

T want to make a brief reference to alun-
ite, about which I daresay the Minister will
have more to say at a later stage. We have
been very eoneerned with regard to working
the deposits of alunite at Lake Campion in
order to obtain supplies of potash for use
in Australia. Tn this we bave received the
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direct encouragement of the Commonwealth
Government. This matter has a very im-
portant bearing on the war effort and we
are anxious to exploit these valuable re-
sources in the interests of Australia. The
question of producing aluminium from the
resifues is receiving the eclose attention of
the Council for Scientific and Indusirial Re-
gearch and it is hoped that experiments will
be concluded at an early date.

In regard to port dues, every considera-
tion has been extended to visiting American
vessels, and harbour facilities have been im-
proved in order {o expedite their working.
We have been told that shipping is searce
and if we ¢an, by improvemenis at our poris,
provide a quicker turn round and thus save
days in time spent in loading and unload-
ing, that will be a big contribution to the
war effort. In order that we might show
some appreciation of the efforts Amerieca is
making to assist us, most of the harbour
dues that are charged on all vessels have
heen discontinued so far as the United
States ships are concerned. When we have
a session to deal with Legislative matters,
a provision will be introduced whereby gitts
made to comforts funds for allied troop:
will he allowed as a deduclion under the
assessment Aet for income tax purposes.

With regard to wheat, while it is un-
desirable, for security reasons, to give de-
tails, I ecan say that among the important
conferences which I have held in recent
weeks, was one dealing with the question
of the transport and storage of wheat at
the most appropriate places. There is not
much unse in dragging wheat to the coast
and evolving plang for its destruction, if
the need arose, when it ean he left in the
country, whete it might be of tremendous use
in & time of need. I think that much good
will come of conferences which have heen
held in that connection.

Another important eonference was held
for the purpose of stepping up the pro-
duetion of ceal in this State. There is
great scope for increased supplies of coal
and every effort is heing made to provide
them. The conference included repra-
sentatives of the miners and mine owners,
together with the Navy, the Mines Depart-
ment and the railways, Tt is hoped that
as a result we will achieve onr ohjective of
securing greater preduction. I wish to
pay iribute to the mine owners and the
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¢oal miners, who have shown on every
possible occasion an iniense desire in every
possible way to inecrease production.

Mr. Mann: That is different from the
BEastern States, is it not?

The PREMIER: Yes. It must be re-
cognised that these people are the same as
others. A large number of men working
in the industry have enlisted and the in-
dustry is short of manpower. The other
day it was pointed out that the Railway
Department was short of supplies of eoal
and the men replied, ‘*We will work on
Giood Friday and Easter Saturday.’’ That
was unprecedented. I want to pay a
tribute to the miners for the way in which
they have co-operated in every possible
manner. Becanse of their environment
and uphringing and fraining they are diffi-
enlt people to deal with, but there has
heen no diffieulty in securing their co-
operation, for they have an intense desire
to assist the Sfate’s production of coal.

I do not suppose that we get more
divergence of opinion in a small com-
munity on any matter than upon that of
liquor administration. It will be generally
agreed, however, that therc has heen a
considerable abuse of intoxieating liquor,
and that has been the subjeet of very cave-
Ful consideration. In an endeaveur fo
curb the evil, hotels have had their trad-
ing hours reduced and are eclosed at 6
o'cloeck in the metropolitan arvea of this
State. The Commonwealth Government
has imposed a restriction of one-third on
the production of bheer.

Mr. Patrick: And spirits,

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Not wine.
The PREMIER: No, not
Commonwealth Government intended to
impose further restrictions, by redunecing
the hours of trading te seven per day, but
I notice by this morning’s Press—I have
no direct information—that the matter is
to be discussed again at the forthcoming
Premiers’ Conference on the 22ad April.
We are constantly watching the position
and I think that the last word has not
been said in regard to reform of the liquor
irade. There are many abuses; many
scandalous {hings have ocenrred, partieu-
larly in the metvopolitan area and, if
there is not a very distinet improvement,
other reformative measures will have to be
taken in order that drink will not be

wine. The

2795

abused and will not be the menace which
it 15 to our young men and more partien-
tarly to our young women.

As to food supplies, close attention has
been given to organising reserve stocks of
food throughout the State to meet possible
emexgeney conditions, Diffieulties have heen
encountered, particularly with transport of
commodities that bave to be imported. Im-
portant decisions were recently made to
strengthen the organisation. The Emergency
Reserve Stocks Committee will now organise
current supplies as well as emergency sup-
plics of foodstuffs for the eivil population.
Effective co-operation has been established
beiween the Emergency Reserve Stocks Com-
mittee, the Foodstuffs Advisory Commitiee,
which is organising the production of food-
stuffs from the land, and the Commonwealth
Deputy Controller of Defence Foodstuffs,
who is organising food supplies for the
fighting services.

Regarding the war situation generally,
while it can be truthfully stated that the
position has very econsiderably improved,
there is no justification for either unwar-
ranted optimism or dark pessimism. We
have the hardest of tasks confronting us;
there are anxious and perilons times ahead.
There ean be no slackening of effort in any
dircetion, but there munst be an increasing
maobilisation of the whole of the resources
of the State. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment, with the assistance of the State, is
dealing with the man and woman power
resources so that every individual will be
given a part to play in the defence of the
country, Even those engaged in munition
making and essential services, if they are
not working overtime, may be ecalled upon
to do at least 48 hours per month in civil
defence work of some deseription as a direet
contribution to the war effort. Such work
must be done in an honorary capacity. Every
individual may be called upon by the Min-
tster to give this spare-time effort.

S0 we have reached a point when the
whole of the resources of the nation are be-
ing mobilised. There ean be no slackening
of effort on the score that we have survived
the last four or five perilous weeks with no
direct menace to this part of the State. At
any moment the turn of the wheel may be
in our direction, and we may be in the full
blast of modern warfare with all its horrors.
Five or six weeks ago it was nol apparent
to anyvone whether the Japanese fleet, aerial
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power and horde of manpower would be
concentrated in this direction. For the time
being the full blast of the Japanese blow
has been turned in another direction, but if
the Japanese are unsuccessful there, it might
well happen that attention wil]l be directed
to Australia. Therefore I say that the full
blast of war may overtake us at any time.

I do not want to draw a drab picture or
unduly alarmn the people, but that is a
plain statement of faet which any of ihe
defence authorities would corroborate. We
eannot be complacent about what is going
to happen. We ecannot say, ‘‘The Japs
have not come; knock off building air raid
shelters; bave nothing to do with first aid
centres; do not bother about providing
clearing stations or hospitals. We will
have no trouble in Western Australia; this
is mearely a dark cloud that will pass
over.’’ I sincerely hope that people do
not heecome imbued with that idea. While
we all hope for the hest, we must he pre-
pared for the worst, )

We, forlunately, have had some littlo
time to prepare. Military preparations are
proceeding at an accelerated pace. The in-
dustrial side is improving its output
weekly. The wonderful men and women
who, as A.R.P. wardens, have given most
if not all of their leisure hours for over
two vears to render a service to the rest
of the community should the necessity
arise, are even more energetic than they
were previously. We cannot let our fight-
ing forces down; we must not let our eivil
defence workers down; we dare not let
our country down. If this session of Par-
liament brings the people of the State to a
greater realisation of the dangers con-
fronting them and a greater determination
to do their utmost in the work in which
all must participale to achieve a victorious
eonclusion to the war, it will have been
worth while. I repeat that the time of
danger is not past but is still with us, and
if our meeting instils the truth into the
minds of the people so that they resolve
to do more than they have done before, we
-shall have done a service to them.

So far as the State Government is con-
cerned, everything will be done to con-
tinue co-operation in every way with the
Commnnweatth Government in its  war
effort. Western Australia has a splendid
tecord of achtevement in reermiting, In
raising morney for direet  war purposes
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and in voluntary giving to the many funds
for comforts for our fighting serviees. The
magnificent record of our soldiers, sailors
and airmen, by whom two Victoria Crosses
and many other decorations have already
been won, and also of our men of the Mer-
chant Marine, who have done an excellent
joh and to whom I take off my hat, gives
ns eonfidence that they will eontinue to
cover themselves with glovry in this war as
in the war of 1914-18, Their record en-
sures that, if war comes to our shores, no
effort and no sacrifice will be too great to
secure victory, Our people can be relied
upon to exhibit similar spirit and reseln-
tion and, when- victory comes, I believe
it will be said that the people of Western
Australia have done their part.

Standing Order Suspension.
On motion by the Premier, resolved:

That Standing Order 211 bhe suspeaded to
enable a motion dealing with the printing of
the foregoing Statement {o be moved at this
sitting.

MOTION—PRINTING MINISTERIAL
STATEMENT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willecock—
teraldton) [6.6]: T move—
That the Ministerial Statement he printed.

On motion hy Hon, C. Gi. Latham. debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-——SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. 1. C. Willeock—
(ieraldton) [6.7]: T move—

That the ITouse at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 14th  April, at 11 am.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned ot 6.9 pom,



